Thinking Differently in Global Health in Oncology Using a Diagonal Approach: Harnessing Similarities, Improving Education, and Empowering an Alternative Oncology Workforce.
Cancer is a leading global cause of death, and diverse and minority populations suffer worse outcomes compared with white people from Western societies. Within the United States, African Americans and other blacks, Hispanics, Asians, and American Indians have lower cancer survival rates than whites. In the rest of the world, those from low- and middle-income countries have the greatest disparities, but even those from non-Western high-income countries such as Oman and the United Arab Emirates are diagnosed with cancer at later stages and suffer increased mortality. Although considerable differences exist among these populations, similarities and synergies are also apparent. Challenges can be very similar in reaching these populations effectively for cancer control to improve outcomes, and innovative strategies are needed to effectively make change. In this review, the authors discuss new approaches to the prevention and early detection of cancer as well as the implementation of programs in global oncology and put in evidence cultural similarities and challenges of different populations, highlighting strategies to improve cancer survival and quality care around the world through innovations in training and education, empowerment of an alternative workforce, and a diagonal approach to cancer care using case studies drawn from the authors' work and experience.